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News & Events
RBC welcomes newcomers:

Mary Ellen Lee – Ancient Visions Film
Trace Chiodo – Chiodo Design
Chino Villatoro & Tony Nunez – ALTVRA x BELLA-
 HILL

Meet Your Neighbors
Peter O’Keefe
OKPete Productions
okpete@aol.com
#2574

Peter O’Keefe has 
traveled the 
humanities route 
from earning a BFA 
to writing to 
filmmaking and 
back again. While finishing his undergraduate art 
degree in Detroit, Peter volunteered to write a libretto 
(the text of an opera) based on Greek Mythology for an 
African-American dance troupe, which segued into 
writing plays. Moving to New York, he was a typist by 
day and a writer by night. The Writers Guild of 
America, East awarded Peter a fellowship, which led to 
an agent and writing for Tales From the Darkside, a TV 
series that ran from 1983-88. He continued to write 
screenplays after moving to L.A., with one being made 
into a TV movie in Germany called Die Sexe Falle 
(The Sex Trap). Peter has created industrial marketing 
films, TV commercials, and promotional films for 
Indiana and Notre Dame Universities; but it’s his latest 

documentary, Dreaming in Public, which he 
produced and directed, that landed Grass Roots 
Media, Inc and Peter a regional Emmy for 
Outstanding Achievement for Arts/Entertainment 
Programming. The first public screening will be 
Thursday, April 20, 2017 at the Golden Rondelle 
from 7-8:30 pm. Currently Peter is writing a novel 
based in Detroit.

What medium do you use? I’m primarily a writer 
and a filmmaker although my degree (BFA in 
Drawing) was in the visual arts. I guess you could 
say my mediums are the written word and moving 
images.

How would you describe your artistic style? That’s 
a tough question because I’ve bounced around doing 
so many different things. I’ve written plays and 
screen plays, short stories and TV commercials. I’ve also written, produced and directed short fiction films and 
documentaries as well as hundreds of commercials, marketing videos, industrials and educational videos. In my 
personal work (plays, short stories, short films, novel) I think my style is very hard-edged and dark, and all of the 
screenplays I’ve been hired to write or optioned to producers over the years have been hard-edged thrillers or horror.

When working for clients, obviously, I try to give them what they want. Although to be honest, I don’t usually get 
hired to do things that are soft and gauzy – my work for hire tends to be very direct and to the point with (when 
possible) a dry sense of humor. I guess the one common thread is that I’m a storyteller. Whatever I’m working on, 
whether it’s a documentary about artists, a marketing video about how RV’s are manufactured, or a video promoting 
the value of earning a degree in History at Indiana University South Bend, I always feel that my first objective is to 
tell a good story.

What inspires your artwork? In my personal work I’m constantly returning to my Detroit roots. I don’t think I’ll ever 
run out of stories and characters inspired by my experience and relationships growing up in that time and place. In 
work for hire I’m always looking for a good story, a personality or a particular point of view I can identify with and use 
to create a compelling concept.

In what way has your art evolved over the years? I’ve learned the value of revisions and re-writing; never settle for 
the first draft, the third draft or the tenth. And I’m not just talking about the text. I’ve driven video editors crazy by 
constantly insisting on giving editing projects one more pass, one more set of revisions, one more look at the raw 
footage to see if we have a better shot or sound bite to tell that part of the story.

How long have you been a tenant and what would you like other tenants to know about you? January, 2017 was my 
one year anniversary. I love the Racine Business Center and the people I’ve met there. However, I’d spend a lot more 
time there if I could bring my (lovable, well-behaved) dog. Can’t we revisit that issue?

Jake Webster

Kay Westhues

Dreaming in Public, 
Making Art In the 

Real World – 
A documentary

Thursday, April 20, 2017
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
(Late seating until 7:15 p.m.)

LOCATION
SC JOHNSON GOLDEN RONDELLE THEATER

1525 Howe Street, Racine, WI 53403
At the intersection of 14th Street and Franklin Street

(262) 260-2154

RSVP for this Community Interest Program at
www.scjohnson.com/CIPreservations

Peter O’Keefe
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Would you like your business to be 
highlighted in an upcoming EntrepreNews 
issue? Please contact us. 262.637.3958 

emontgomery@racinebusinesscenter.com
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Peter O’Keefe accepting his Emmy Award for Outstanding Achievement 
for Arts/Entertainment Programming
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